The role of complement regulatory proteins in peripheral blood cells of patients with systemic lupus erythematosus: review.
CD55, CD59, CD35 and CD46 are cell membrane proteins that have regulatory properties on the activation of the complement cascade. Deficiency in the expression of these proteins may be associated with lower protection of healthy cells against complement mediated lysis and also with the accumulation of immune complexes in tissues. Few studies assess the expression of these proteins in patients with SLE and the mechanisms that regulate reduction in cellular expression, whereas its impact on manifestations of systemic lupus erythematosus is still unknown.